Statement of Practice

This is a supporting document to Paying the Artist – an Arts Council Policy on the Fair and equitable remuneration of artists 
Outside of funding relationship with artists there are limited occasions where we engage artists directly. However, where we do regularly engage artists, we set out the terms and nature of those engagements here.  
Creative Associates for Creative Schools  
The Arts Council engages artists and other arts professionals to work as Creative Associates on its Creative Schools programme. Appointments are made through an open competitive process. Creative Associates are engaged as self-employed contractors on a contract for services basis. They are paid at €60 per hour exclusive of VAT (if applicable)for a fixed number of hours, to include expenses.  This covers a combination of contact time with schools (in-school meetings and activities), desk work on behalf of schools (to include research and writing documents/reports), meetings with arts/cultural organisations on behalf of schools, and accompanying schools to meetings/visits or for other activities. Attendance at required induction, training and development is paid at a daily rate of €300 inclusive of expenses.
Peer Panels 
The Arts Council uses peer panels comprising of artists and other arts professionals to make decisions for many of its funding programmes including its Bursary Award and Project Award programmes. Peer panels allow for a diversity of expert views to inform the decision-making process. The names of panelists and the panel nomination process are listed on the Arts Council website.   A fee of €200 is paid for each day spent in preparation for the panel and a further fee of €200 (salaried) or €450 (non-salaried) per full day, or half day equivalent is paid for attending assessment panels. These fees are regarded as taxable income. Panelists can claim for travel expenses. All out-of-pocket expenses (e.g. petrol/diesel/tolls etc.) can be claimed following the panel assessment meeting by sending in receipts and completing an expenses claim form. The Arts Council does not pay a mileage rate but will reimburse an appropriate fuel receipt. 
Consultations or focus groups

The Arts Council regularly invites artists and other arts professionals to contribute to consultation processes or focus groups. In these instances the Arts Council will pay a fee to artists and unwaged contributors in line with the fee structures set out above for peer panel meeting.  Anyone participating in a consultation process in their remit/capacity as a paid employee or as a board member of an organisation would not be offered payment – but would be eligible to claim expenses. 
The Arts Council Collection 

Acquisitions for the collection are governed by the Arts Council Collection Policy.  Where an artist has gallery representation purchases are managed through that relationship. Otherwise purchases are made directly from the artist.   The purchase agreement allows for the reproduction of images of the work for use in official Art Council materials, for example the Annual Report or on our website as part of the Arts Council collection. In any circumstance outside of this the Arts Council seeks the separate permission of artists/IVARO to reproduce images of their work for instance when producing exhibition publications (Into the light catalogue 2012) or showcasing a presentation of works on stage at the RTÉ Culture night concert. The terms and conditions of the Arts Council Collection  Loan agreement document which all borrowers must sign and agree to prior to works being released requires that artist’s copyright permission must be sought for the reproduction of this work(s) in any catalogue, poster, or publication, other than for publicity and educational purposes. The above would apply to any direct request that we may receive to reproduce works held in the collection outside of a loan. The Arts Council refers to the Irish Visual Artists Rights Organisation for rates related to reproduction.    
The Arts Council complies with prompt payment legislation and reports on its performance via the publications section of its web site.  

